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‘Guptas

ran parallel
state from

Saxonwold’

Family dropped big names,
Ike Zuma, to get their way

LOYISO SIDIMBA

HE GUPTA family effect-
Tively ran a parallel state,

former government
spokesperson Themba Maseko
testified vesterday.

Maseko, who completed his
testimony vesterday, told the
Commission of Inquiry into
State Capture headed by Dep-
uty Chief Justice Raymond
Zondo that the Guptas operated
a parallel system of govern-

ment.
He said the

(GCIS), Phumla Williams, was
scheduled to begin her testi-
mony today.

Williams has been acting
GCIS chief executive and gov-
ernment spokesperson for a
number of vears.

She was expected to shed
light on the family’s newspaper
The New Age and 24-hour tele-
vision news channel ANNY,
and how much advertising
they received Ifrom govern-
ment departments’ communi-

cations budgets

that were spent
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way with sen-
1or govern-
ment officials
and cabinet ministers.

According to Maseko, the
Guptas used to summon gov-
ernment oftficlals, including
him, to thelr sprawling Sax-
onwold compound in Joburg
and reprimand them if they
refused to follow their 1instruc-
tions.

Maseko’s successor as head
of the Government Communi-
cation and Information System

tors-general,

Including Barry

Gilder, Xoliswa
Sibeko and Thozi Gwanya,
were concerned about state
capture and wanted to take a
stand against it.

Maseko said the tormer dir-
ectors-general were worriled
about the capture of the state
by the Guptas.

Justice Zondo asked the
commission’s legal and investi-
gations teams to ensure serious
efforts were made to contact
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TRUTH IS COMING OUT: Former Government Communication and Information System head Themba Maseko yesterday completed his
testimony on state capture before the Justice Raymond Zondo Commission of Inquiry into State Capture in Johannesburg.

the former directors-general
who, along with Maseko, pub-
licly expressed thelr concerns
about state capture.

“The country needs them,”
Justice Zondo said.

Maseko told the commais-
sion that there were many sen-
1or public servants and middle
managers who have informa-

tion on the Guptas’ capture
of the state and their political
principals’ irregular instruc-
tions.

“Very few people are will-
Ing to come forward,” Maseko
sald, adding that Justice Zondo
was also having trouble getting
witnesses to testity betore the
commission.

The former public works
director-general also told Jus-
tice Zondo about Ajay Gupta’s
approach when the controver-
sial family wanted the GCIS
to support the establishment
of a newspaper and a TV news
channel.

According to Maseko, Ajay
demanded a share of the
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GCIS’s R600 million media buy-
Ing budget between September
and October 2010.

Maseko was the fourth wit-
ness to testity betore the com-
mission following Treasury’s
acting chief procurement otfi-
cer Willie Mathebula, former
ANC MP Vytjie Mentor and
former deputy finance minis-
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ter Mcebis1 Jonas.

The Guptas and some other
implicated parties, including
Zuma’s former aide Lakela
Kaunda, the Hawks’ Major-Gen-
eral Zinhle Mnonopil and advo-
cate Mandla Mtolo, have asked
to be allowed to cross-examine
witnesses appearing betore the
commission.




