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Cape Town Refugee Reception

A RULING by the Supreme
Court of Appeal last year
nillified a decision taken by the

vartment of Home Affairs
(DHA) to close the Cape Town

Rffugee Reception Othce
(CTRRO).
The court found thar the direc-

tor general had ignored relevam
facrars when tmls:mg his decisiomn

and thar there 1 a level of demand

and meed tor the CUTRERO thar

must be considered, referring to,
among others, the 13;14_3{111,:,5 in the

office.
The Department of Home Al-
fairs was gven untd March 2018

to reopen and maintain a fully
functional refugee office in Cape

Town,

However, despite the cour
order, the Cape Town refugee of-
fice is still closed.

The Legal Resources Centre
was one of the orgamsations thar
appealed the decision on behalf of
refugees and asyium seekers in the
Supreme Court of Appeal, and 1n
this inrerview with NURUDEAN
SSEMPA . shares the larest devel-
OpITEnLs,

Wiy is the Cape Tonen Kefugee
Reception Office still closed de-

spate an order by the Supreme
Court of Appeal to reopen iff
What bas the Lepal Resowrces
Centre done abowut it:

The reason the LEC was given
by the otficials of the CTRRO is
that the faciliy s snll closed as

I.IIE are waiting bor a new building
allocated 1o them by the De-

parmient of Public Works.
The Legal Resources Centre has
launched a new case in which we

challenge the CTRRO% closure
despite a Supreme Court of Appeal

court order. In this case, the LRC
15 seeking a dﬁ-tlaramfy order
which a special Masrer must be
appotnied o oversee comphance
with the respective court cases that
are being disregarded by the De-
partment of Home Affairs. The
matter 15 stall E{ending betore the
Western Cape High Courr,

Based on your knowledge of

bone court prrocesses waork, bow
long will it take before the refupes
office 1s finally openeds?

We, unformunately, have no way
of ascercaining a umeline as the
case of the DHA failing to comply
with the court order 15 stll pend-

ing betore court. Further, accord.
g 1o parliamentary questions and

refugees with a range of legal services, including impact and strategic litigation to promote

education and squality.

rephes, the Departiment of Home
Aftairs only wrote to the Depart-
ment of Public Works director

general on Janoary 22, 2018, sub-
mittmng initial needs for office ac-

commodation even though the
Scalabrini Centre v Nuinister of
Home Affairs case was delivered
on March 192, 2013. In thar same
reply, the esnmared date of occu-
pation i1s et at October 1, 2018,
In 2011, the Port Elizabeth
Retugee Receprion Office was
closed, severely restrcring refugee
services in the Eastern Cape. The
Supreme Court of Appeal ordered
the Department of Home Affairs

to reopen the Refugee Reception
Otffice by July 1, 2015, However,

this 1% vet Lo happ{'-n
The comtimired closure of the

Cape Town refugee affice bas
miade it hard for asyliom seekers in
the Western Cape (o apply for per-
wiils and be able to supprort thent-
selies and thewr families. This s a
viclation of their rights, wincly are
enshrined i the South African
Constiteetion. What wosdld you ad-
vise the aggrieved parties to do?
The most important step is the

DHA re-opemng the REO) as thas

will immediately address the chal-
lenge noted here. Further, the LRC
15 fully commirted to utibising the
imost appropriate legal remedies

available o ensure thar due
process 18 followed.
However, we are advising

chents o be Emuem: while the |Ii.'|-|ji-
cial process 15 running s course,

For newcomers and those who
have the means to rravel, we en-
courage them to wavel to obrain

asylum seeker permuits at another
Refugee Receprion Office in

Mugm.a., Durban or Preroria o
avord bemng undocumented for an
extended period of nme.

Wiry is the Legal Resources
Centre interested in refugee issuess

The Legal Resources Centre 15 a
public interest law firm with vari-
ous focus areas of which one 15 a
forced migration focus area. Asy-
lum seekers and refugees have
been identibied as a valnerable and
margmnalised group within South
Africa thar does not necessarily
have access 1o monetary resources
to pay for legal assistance.

Our work therefore Focuses on
ensurmg that laws and policies
and other implementanons do not
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undermine the realisation of the
constitutional rights of refugees
and asylum seekers.

South Africa has signed and rat-
ihied the UN Convention and Pro-
ool Relanng to the Starus of
Retugees, Theretore, South Alrica
has an international obhgation o
protect refugees and asylum seek-
ers. The LRC is mandated to en-
sure rhat Sourh Africa complies
with these obliganions and rights
of refugees as envisaged 1in the
Refugee Convention.

What otlher services does the
Legal Resosrces Centre provide to
refugees and asylum seekerss

The LREC can assist asylum
seekers and refugees with a range
of legal servaces, mcluding mpact
and strategic hingation 1o promote
the consturunonal nghts of asylum
seekers and refugees to health, ed-
ucanion and equalivy etc.

OUn an mdividual case-by-case
Basis, we assist with appeal hear.
mgs, submissions o SCRA, school
letters etc,

The LRC is also aware of the
difficulry that some asylum seckers
have i obtaming their chaldren’s
birth cernibicares. Therefore, we

e Eﬂiﬁﬁtﬂ‘ﬁﬂl‘tﬂl rights of asylum seekers and

Ottice still closed desplte court order
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Eﬂpﬂ Town staff of the Legal Resources Centre (LRCL The LRC is an independent. client-based, non-profit public interest law clinic that mu&am’tuﬂym seekers and

1o health,
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can provide assistance wath inter-
vening an their behalf and request
the DHA ro register the barth of
therr children.

Wihy do yon think World

Refupee Day is important?
World Refugee dav, held annu-

ally by the UN Refugee Agency, 1s
on June 20. This day is important

because it commemorates the
strength, bravery and perseverance
of millions of refugees worldwide
who have tled thesr countries of
origin out of fear of persecution.
Various events around the
world are hosted o rase global
awareness of the challenges

refugees face; and for the public to
show support for famihies forced

tor flee their homes.

Do youe bave any last cosite
rHenlss

‘Human dignity has no nation-
aliry, Ir 15 inherent in all people -
citizen and aon-citizen alike sime-
ply because rhey are human. Such
dignity entitled people within the
country to waork, be respected and
protected by the Bill of Righes.’
(Justice MNugent in Minister of
Home Affairs and Others versus
Warchenuka and Other).



