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‘BOOBY TRAP FOR RAMAPHOSA’

Pace of land reform ‘pathetic’

HE government's pace and
ality c:f land reform has
ic” but the flare

'n!‘\l-v‘“]'l vaised quesiions
about who the desigated group of
benefeiaries should be
This was the

Minist
[lm\m levelled against the «mm
quo of land reform when addressing
hundreds of property professiona
the South African Property Owne
Association’s Annual Convention and
Property Exhibition at the Durban
International Convention Centre

st hnpuh

ion
e are seeing a flaring up of
racist nationalism. For istance
when you are saying the land must
be returned (o the Indigenous people,
wha are the indigenous peaple?
are you saying to the
d people and the
ndants of people who came ta
pourers,” Cronin

He added the land issue was a
oblematic fan” but also
provided the opportunity to foeus on
these cha

e pace and quality of land
reform has been weal. T should say
pathetic for many reasons.

““The high level panel of president
Kgalema Matlanthe has spaken can.
didly about the challenges of land
reform and basically atiriboted it 1o
wealk palicy, corruption in the state,
talack of will and capacity” Cronin
sail

The report concluded that the land
reform provess had failed and also
recammended the serapping of the

Tngonyama Trust, Tt also noted that i
wonld take 30 years to settle old order
d restitution clalms i

1o settle new elaims thal were opened
under former president Jacob Zoma,
Cronin said the ANC's adoption of
the resclution la pursus land expre:
priation withoni compensation had
emerged as a "baoby 1 " Proct
d Ramaphosa following “s
highly divided. hugely factions” ANC
erence in December:
Ty S A sakd
the expropriation without compen-
mUAm was basieally a booby trap for
il Ramaphosa - damued if he does
dammed if be doesn’t. I he does i
then he is going to lose his investment
Tines going out into the wonld looking
for $100 million and if he doesn't do
fiction inside the ANC
he 1& not implementing an
olution. lets have 3 natios

n said.
He said the resolution itsell was

voices of two varyin
The resolution
sought expropriation of land with

out compensation as among *the
mechanisms to give effe nd
reform and redistribution” while

o the ather hand aiming to ot
undermine future invesiment in the
ecomomy; or damage agriculural pro
l\nnm nor foed seeur

roblematic as the resalution
mey be it has opensed upan impoHant
possibility to ask the question,
are we in a situation where there is
stil aulh adical inequality in South
pecially around land,” Cro

llr-\t-]mnwnl
m had 5000 lmmi

Cronin mm e %Vl 8 u(hmmum the
different from the EFF.and
it was debatable whether the eonsti
tntion nesded to be changed in terms
of the resolution.
“The ANC's amendment doesn't
explicitly eall for a
constirution, One ¢

n the
its (the commit

tew's) tasks is to consider whether
it i necessary o amend or ol In
fact that o amend

25 (B) of the con
on provided (he mandate o
expropriation without compensation.

Political analyst Bu
Saiel:“IF one reads the resolu
couched in such a way
an element of the need to expropri
ate but such expropriation should
be balanced with economic interests.
Tt is almost like a protection in the
H‘s.-l\mun It is not open ended like
resolution the EFF is proposing
Mg sa

ANC provincial e-ardinator Sihle
Tikalala said xpropriation of
s based on the Failed process
o e ribution ad restiurion
and ihe p greed with Cronin
Tt corruption had boen part af the
problem.

71I\al\l.\ sald the problem lay
farms that had
peaple. who were

i

ty a5 a Tes

it

He said the resolution had not
been a “booby trap” for Ramaphosa

“To come with that view is wrong
and Tdon't think that comrade Jer
emy would sioop to that level of ity
1o creats suspicion around the

the constitution bu then we nave
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