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‘Uphold Freedom Charter’

Trade union federation says that the new law will further entrench poverty wages of the apartheid era

Analysis
PATRICK CRAVEN

THIE National Mininum Wage Bill passed in
the National Assembly on Tuesday will offi-
Iy condemn millions of workers to <t

which both President Cyril Ramaphosa and
Miniscer Mildred Oliphant admit is not a livin,
e, 10 is @ poverty wage!

"T'his vote shows how far the ANC and its
allies in the leadership of Cosatu and other
trade union federations have degenerated
from the time when they led a national lih-

hy the Freedom
Charter's demand that “the people shall <hare
in the country's wealth™,

South Africa is the most unequal society
in the world. The top 10% of South Africans

cration nuovement inspi

o income. while the hot-
tom 0% of the workfor
Ownership of w

receive half of all v
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lthis even more

Favour af the vich. The tap 10% of the popula-
tion own more than 90% of total wealth in the
country, leaving 80% of the population with
virtually no wealth,

At the other end of the seale. o report by the
SA Lahour Market Monitor has revealed that
more than 6 million workers are “the work-
ing poor”, paid less than R3500 0 month and
left with licthe o1 no money afte
eritical expenses such as housin
cducation and insurance.

Most of those who will now get 20 an hour
will still carn less than the povertv-wage level
of 35000 a month. which will only go to those
who work for a full month, which many do not.
and emplovers have threatened to keep their
wage costs the same as now by emploving
workers for fewer hours,

Farm. domestic and expanded public works
programme workers, carning RIEIRIS and
R an howr respectively, will never receive
13 500 a month and be stuck helow the
POVETTY-Wig
The Food and Allied Workers Union says
that the sectoral determination w
culture is 1R16.25

LFAnspoOIt.

e in agl
an hour, so the RIX minimum
for farmworkers will mean a vise by a mere
RLT5 an hour, “While this adjustment of 10.8%
will lead to hundreds of thonsands of f;
warkers “lifted” from a low hase of RI¢
into o new improved” ver poverty hase of RIS
it is ot meaningful ar all.”
“The National Minimum Wage Bill will do

virtnally nothing to lift workers out of poverty

or to reduce the huge wage and wealth gap we
inherited from the vears of apartheid. which
Kept hlick workers in abject poverty for vears,
It will entrench it

tated to white
monopoly capitalises, whom they der

The government has eay

s

cally condemn but refuse to do anything t
foree them to pay the workers a living wage,
despite the faet that the employvers” wealth is

aced by the Tabowr of their wor
Itis o disgrace that the government and
their sweetheart union federations oy to jus-
tify the 1820 an howr with the argument that
creer than nothing™ and that hecanse
thousandds of employers pay even lower wages,
120 will he an improvement for millions when
it will still leave them mired in poverty.
Emplovers will always try to get away with
paying the lowest possible wages and will
exploit desperate unemploved workers who
have no choiee hut to aceept whatever the

this is

emplover offers,

But that in no way excuses an ANC govern-
ment. which talks about “radical ceonomic
transtormation” from adopting the
attitude to poverty w

that R20is the most we ean alford to pay the

A

ses s the employers

workers.

The South African Federation of Trade
Ulnion (Saftu) fully supports the need fora
I

nat

i nunm wage but it insists chat it

must he rwage on which workers and

their fami 1 live s decent life. cat su

aned healthy food, receive sond medical care.
educate their children and enjoy holidays,

That's why we support the call. made first
by the mine workers at Marvikana in 2002 for a
minimum age of RI2500,

We reject the argument that minimum
wages will lead to job losses, The National
Minimum Wage Advisory Panel in 2006 saicd
that it “has heen encouraged by the fact that
the effect of national minimum wages across
the world on unemplovment have, at worst.
heen negligible. Insome instances. this has
even resilted inemplovment growth”

Tn Brazil former President Lula introduced
hig rises in the minimmm v
and the Bola Familia programme. which gave
12 million families small bue life-changing
amotnts of cash in return for having their
children vaceinated and keeping them in

el pensions.

schoul.

v hoosting domestic demand. these poli-
oronvth and
1.

cies have contributed to cconom

ereated johs rather than destroved the
The <ame would apply in Souch Af

2,

where one of the mai

1 reasons i shiggish

economic arowth and <kyv-high unemployment
i< hecause so many millions of hoth the unem-

ploved and working poor can only afford to

Ty basic essentials and play virtually no part
in the country’s economy. With a living wage.
these millions would have money to spend on
goods and serviees and more workers would
he needed to produce these goods and de
the services,

Johs will he ereated. not lost

Saftu will press ahead with its campai
against this poverty minimum wage and will
continue to make its voice heard. to demand
the repeal of the national minimum we
forra li minimum wage of R12500,

Weare calling a two-day
shall hit the streers with even bi
aned stavawavs than the magnificent demon-
strations on April 2

We shall he protesting against all the
assatles on workers living standards and
Jjob security aned the inereasing arrogance of
emplovers. the sovernment and un
whan, 1o the wealth of the
the Freedom Charter
nore of it i

i leaclers

nstead of “retury

Lanl to the people™ @

called for, are g im the

peaple,
Patrich: Craven is acting spokesperson of the
Sonseh African Federation of Trade Unions




