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Premier given
deadline of end of
business this week

By ZINE GEORGE and
ZOLILE MENZELWA
Politics Desk

REMIER Phumulo Masualle
P has been insfructed fto
announce changes in his
provincial cabinet by the end of this
week, the ANC said last night.
Pressure has been mounting for
Masualle tfo fire four of his cabinet
members.
The insftruction to act was given
following a fop-level meeting atten-

ded by ANC president Cyril
Ramaphosa. The meefing was atten-
ded by Masualle as well as ANC
Eastern Cape provincial working
committee members led by the par-
ty’s provincial chairman, Oscar
Mabuyane.

ANC provincial spokesman Gift
Ngqgodi confirmed the meefing with
Ramaphosa and top party officials,
saying it was part of the feedback on
the ongoing work to unite and con-
solidate the Eastern Cape.

“The meeting was frank, open,
comradely and dealt with a number
of issues which confronted the ANC
Eastern Cape and concluded on the
need to speedily resolve areas of
difference and further ensure that
the issue of the EC provincial re-
configuration is concluded speedily.

“As a consequence of the aforesaid,
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we expect that the Eastern Cape pre-
mier will make the pronouncements
before the end of this week,” said
Negqodi.

The Dispatch can reveal today that
the enfire provincial working com-
mittee (PWC), which is the imple-
menting arm of ANC decisions af
provincial level, travelled to Luthuli
House over the weekend to meet the
ANC’s top officials.

The meeting was where the party
leaders were expected to table a full
report on how Masualle confinued fto
defy the ANC’s insfructions fo recall
four of his MECs.

Some of Masualle’s supporters yes-
terday marched on Luthuli House,
and protested against the elective
conference that put Mabuyane In
power.

Three months ago the party re-

solved to recall some of the provincial
MECs. But Masualle has been plead-
ing for more time citing various rea-
SONS.

The Dispatch has also learned that
Masualle’s closest ally, the SACP,
turned 1ts back on him when ifs
provincial execufive commiftee met
over the weekend and endorsed the
ANC decision fo fire some of the
MECs — in Masualle’s presence. He
attended in his capacity as a cenfral
commiffee member.

As if this was not enough, when the
audifor-general fables his report on
performance of the province’s mu-
hicipalities later this week, the report
will confirm that all is nof well af local
government level in 33 of the prov-
ince’s 56 municipalities which were
found to be in the red.

Of these 33, 11 are in a critical state

due to poor management of state
funds.

The shocking state of local mu-
nicipalifies was discussed at a meet-
ing in Bhisho last week where senior
officials from the audifor-general’s
office met with, among others, Ma-
sualle, finance MEC Sakhumzi
domyo as well as cooperative gov-
ernance and fradifional affairs MEC
Fikile Xasa.

The SACP wanfs Somyo, agrarian
reform MEC Mlibo Qoboshiyane, so-
cial development MEC Nancy Sihlwa-
vyl and public works MEC Thandiswa
Marawu fired.

SACP provincial spokesman Siya-
bonga Mdodi confirmed the party’s
meeting and in statement said: “The
party leadership discussed the de-
velopments in the province including
the reconfiguration of the provincial

Cyril tells Masualle: fire MECs

government. The SACP 1s of fhe firm
view that this period of transiftion
requires level-headed political man-
agement to ensure the synergy be-
tween the government and the Afri-
can National Congress as the gov-
erning party.

“It 1s in this context that the SACP
endorsed the decision of the recon-
figuration of government in the int-
erest of the people of the Eastern
Cape and ensuring certainfy in pro-
vincial administration for effecfive
delivery of services.”

The SACP decision to go public
about the matter comes a month atter
Cosatu, an alliance parftner of the
ANC, announced it also wanfs the
Masualle-led cabinet reshuftled.

Contacted for comment regarding
the PWC’s visit to Luthuli House
yesterday, ANC provincial secretary

Lulama Ngcukayifobil refused to dis-
cuss anything related to their visit fo
Luthuli House, saying: “This matfer
has nothing to do with the media.

“We have no reason to explain to
anyone when we decide to visit ANC
headquarfers.”

The ANC members who marched
in Johannesburg yesterday also
threatened of a day of action and a
march fo the party’s provincial office,
(Calata House, if the national exec-
ufive commitfee failed to urgently
respond fo their grievances.

The head of the delegation, Ndoda
Mesani, said in a telephonic inter-
view that 120 members marched on
the party headquarters.

He said the delegation was happy
with the reception from party sec-
retary-general Ace Magashule. —
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