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Concern over
adysfunctional
libraries

THE DA in the Province yesterday
said that a reply To a parliomentary
guestion last year, revedaled that

the Northern Cape had 10 dysfunc-
tional libraries, with the worst libraries
sifuated in the poorest areas of the
Northern Cape.

“These 10 libraries have been
closed for more than a year with no
definitive answer on reopening or
maintenance from the department.
These libraries have suffered van-
dalism, statf shorfages, arson during
protests and building upgrades that
have vet 1o be completed,” DA
spokesperson, Harold McGluwa, said,

He added that the number of
dystunctional libraries was “of grave
concern” to the DA as it has an
impact on the pass rate of students
N the affected communities.

“Community members have ap-
pedled to the Department (of Sports,
Arts and Culture) 1o reopen the librar-
ies as the closure of the facilities has
a knock-on etfect on quality educa-
tion for pupils,” McGluwa said.

Department of Sports, Arts and
Culture spokesperson, Conrad For-
tune, yesterday said that the Depart-
ment was committed to promoting
a culture of reading and strived to
ensure that the Province had com-
munity based libraries.

‘We have opened Two libraries
in the John Taolo Gaetsewe District
(Logananeng and Churchill), one in
Pixley Ka Seme, Petrusville and will
also soon be opening a library in
Frances Baard (Ritchie).

"However from time 1o 1ime the
Department is faced with various
challenges with regard the optimal
functioning of our libraries in our
Prov nce.

"The Department is aware of
severdl libraries that have had 1o be
closed due to a humber of reasons,
including the resignation of staff,
the destruction of some libraries,
especially container libraries in some
areas due to community unrest and
occupational health and safety
concerns,” Fortune said.

He added that the Department
Nad recently commenced with the
process of recruiting relevant person-
nel for some of the libraries that do
Not have staff,

“We are confident that this pro-
cess will be concluded by the end
of next montn. In some instances
where the Department is not directly
responsible for staff, we have been
engaging the relevant municipality
to ensure that provision is made in
their business plans for staff at the
affected libraries. With regard to
those libraries that are experiencing
OHS challenges, we commissioned
and received various reports from
the Department of Roads and Public
Works for libraries that have experi-
enced chdllenges with their roofing.”
Fortune stated.

e added that a fender was
published during March 2018 by the
Department of Roads and Public
Works To findlise the appointment of
confractors 1o upgrade the Barkly
West Library,

"The Department of Road and
Public Works will hnow complete the
appointment process during May
2018. The Department is also in con-
stant consultation with our district
and local municipdalities to discuss
and agree on the process of re-
placing libraries that were destroyed
as a result of community unrest. For
example, the Department has al-
ready had discussions with tThe Phok-
wane, Gasegonyana and Dikgatlong
Municipalities To discuss libraries that
were destroyed in their areas,” For-
tune concluded.

— Norma Wildenboer
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