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Praise as UCT renames building after Chris Hani

Okuhle Hlati

THE South African Commun-
1st Party (SACP) and tamily
of Struggle icon Chris Hani
have lauded UCT’s decision to
honour the life and legacy of
the freedom fighter by nam-
Ing one of 1its buildings after
him.

The New Scilence Lecture
Theatre 1s to be renamed the
Chris Hani Lecture Theatre in
honour of Hani’s contribution
to the country’s democracy.

The official renaming cere-
mony will be held on April 25,
and 1s expected to be attended
by the Hani family.

The deputy minister of
Public Works and deputy sec-
retarv-general of the SACP,

Jeremy Cronin, 1s to give the
keynote address.

Yesterday marked the 25th
anniversary of Hani’s assas-
sination, which was commem-
orated around the country.

“Naming the building Hani
will contribute towards build-
Ing awareness and profile the
huge role the anti-apartheid
activist plaved.

“The truth 1s the democ-
racy we are enjoving now 1s
a product of the communists’
struggle 1In which Hanil was
actively involved.

“The struggle tor liberation
in South Africa In many ways
became synonyvmous with the
struggle of soclalism.

“It was the flow of his blood
that actually set the gate for
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our first democratic elections
in 1994,” said SACP national
spokesperson and Hani family
spokesperson Alex Mashilo.
He emphasised that it was
cruclal that the history of
how South Africans achieved
the democratic dispensation
that we are enjoying now was
taught 1n schools and 1nstitu-

tions of higher education.

Hani was assassinated on
April 10, 1993 by Polish 1immi-
orant Janusz Walus, who was
assisted by former Conserv-
ative Party member Clive
Derby-Lew1s.

As a member of the SACP
and the ANC, Hanil led the
ANC armed wing, Umkhonto
we Sizwe, as 1ts chief of staff.

UCT spokesperson Nom-
buso Shabalala said the insti-
tution regarded the naming
of the building a historic
moment.

“The renaming of build-
Ings 1S just one part of a multi-
faceted transtormation project
committed to overcoming the
legacy of apartheid and col-
onialism 1n the unilversity

system, and to make UCT a
home to all.”

Shabalala said it was a
change that would not just
linger in the name boards on
the side of buildings, but that
1t would also be a definitive
break with South Africa’s
paintul past.

“It 18 symbolic of a trans-
formation, not only on the UCT
campus but more importantly
of our attitudes and values.

“UCT recognises that there
1s still a long way to go with
the process of transtorm-
ation, but one thing that is
certain 1s that the renaming
of each building symbolises
an iImportant milestone on our

journey as a university,” said
Shabalala.



