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EC cabinet

PEC hopes it
will be finalised

during March

By ZINE GEORGE
Political Editor

HE plan tfo reshuffle the
T Eastern Cape cabinef is

how in the hands of the
ANC’s national leaders, provin-
cial secrefary Lulama Ngcukayi-
tobl said yesterday.

This follows weeks of uncer-
tainty after the party’s provincial
leaders announced last month it
wanted to make changes to pre-
mier Phumulo Masualle’s cabi-
net.

The ANC changed its list in the
Bhisho legislature, a move which
saw the swearing in of ANC pro-
vincial chairman Oscar Mabu-
vane and his deputy, Mlungisi
Mvoko, as MPLs.

Ngcukayitobl yesterday said
the province’s top ofticials had
already submitted the provincial
executfive committee (PEC) rec-
ommendations on whom they
would like fo fire and hire in the
provincial cabinet.

“The matter is now in the hands
of the nafional executive com-
mittee (NEC). Our understanding
1s that 1f will be discussed 1n the
next NEC meeting. We don’t know
when that meefing will be af this
stage, but I'm sure within this
month,” said Ngcukayitobi.

The Dispatch has reported sev-
eral tfimes about the plan fo “re-
configure” the cabinet, and how
the PEC has recommended that
the axe starts with Masualle.

Others in the firing line are
social development MEC Nancy
Sihlwayi, public works MEC
Thandiswa Marawu and their eco-
nomic development counterpart
Sakhumzi Somyo.

Cooperafive governance and
traditional affairs MEC Fikile
Xasa may be moved to another

reshufflein
NEC's hands

department and sporf, arts and
culture MEC Pemmy Majodina
may move back to social devel-
opment.

Ngcukayitobi said there were a
few more changes to be made fo
the ANC’s list of MPLs, “with two
thirds of it having been imple-
mented already” in Mabuyane
and Mvoko.

“The only outstanding issue is
the finalisation of the recommen-
dations the officials submitted fo
national, so that we can recon-
figure the cabinet and move on,”
sald Ngcukayitobi.

® A PEC meefing was con-
vened yesterday to decide the fate
of Walter Sisulu municipal speak-
er Kholekile Lange who, accor-
ding to Ngcukayitobi, has “defied
an instruection” to resign.

This follows Lange’s arrest last
February for allegedly submitfing
subsistence and travel claims us-
ing vehicle details of an unsus-
pecting member of the public. He
1s out on R5 000 balil.

The municipality — formed in a
merger of Maletswal and Gariep
municipalifies atter the August
2016 local elections — is one of four
troubled Eastern Cape municipal-
ities.

The PEC resolved last month fto
replace the ftroikas of all four.
Stich changes have already faken
place in Port St Johns and in
Enoch Mgijima municipality In
Komani. Still outstanding is Wal-
ter Sisulu and Mngquma in But-
terworth.

Ngcukayitobi said the plan was
to reshuftle the council execufives
of all four by last week, buf the
ANC’s Amathole regional sfruc-
ture asked for more {ime to deal
with some infernal issues.

“We agreed to such an exten-
sion. But we are hoping a special
councill meefing in Mnquma on
Wednesday [tomorrow] to effect
those changes.

“In the Walter Sisulu case, we
will have to brief the PEC about all
these developments, and get guid-
ance on what fo do next,” said
Ngcukayifobi.
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