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CLIVE NDOU
POLITICAL EDITOR

AFTER much speculation, President
Cyril Ramaphosa last night announced
changes to his national executive, drop-
ping several ministers viewed as either
corrupt or incompetent.

Notable ministers who were re-
moved include Nathi Mthethwa, who
was previously Arts and Culture minis-
ter; Faith Muthambi, previously Public
Administration minister: Fikile Mbalu-
la, previously Police minister; and
Lynne Brown, who was previously Pub-
lic Enterprises minister.

Announcing the changes, Ramapho-
sa said the reshuffle would ensure gov-
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embroiled in controversy.

The ANC’s alliance partner, the
South African Communist Party
(SACP), commended Ramaphosa for
consulting the alliance prior to an-
nouncing the new cabinet.

“Unlike under the previous presi-
dent, Jacob Zuma, where alliance part-
ners were not consulted, I can contirm
that President Cyril Ramaphosa con-
sulted us as an alliance partner.

“It shows that he is not implement-
ing his personal ideas but those of the

ANC, its alliance and wider social part-
ners. He 1s not treating government as
his private entity and we support him
for that,” SACP national spokesperson
Alex Mashilo said.

Mashilo said the SACP had insisted
that none of the ministers implicated
in allegations of state capture should
be returned.

Ramaphosa, whose swearing in as
the country’s president followed his
election as ANC president during the
party’s national conference two

THE FULL CABINET
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months ago, had made it clear that
matters of unity and clean governance
would be the cornerstones of his presi-
dency.

While Ramaphosa had been expect-
ed to put together a highly competent
teamof cabinet ministers, political ana-
lyst Somadoda Fikeni said there were
a number of other factors that the pres-
ident had to take into account when as-
sembling the executive team.

“He had to bring in the youth, wom-
en and also ensure that those who cam-
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paigned for former AU chairperson
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma were also
brought in for the sake of unity within
the ANC,” he said.

Social media was prior tolast night’s
announcement abuzz with speculation
around people who were likely to make
it into Ramaphosa’s cabinet.

Mbalula informed his ‘Twitter fol-
lowers about his axing hours before
Ramaphosa’s announcement.

“I have packed already let’s move
on,” the former minister tweeted.

The appointment of ANC deputy
president David Mabuza as the coun-
try’s deputy president ended specula-
tion that Ramaphosa would appoint a
woman to the second most senior posi-

Zweli Mkhize comes in
as the minister of
Co-Operative governance.

Blade Nzimande joins
Ramaphosa’s cabinet as
minister of Transport.

Bathabile Dlamini has
been shifted to
Presidency: Women.
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Dipuo Letsatsi-Duba
comes in as minister of
State Security.

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma
heads Presidency:
planning and evaluation.

Malusi Gigaba has been
shifted back to Home
Affairs.
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David Mabuza has been
appointed as deputy
President.

Nhlanhla Nene has been
re-appointed as the
minister of Finance.

Jeff Radebe moves from
the Presidency to the
Energy portfolio.

State Security: Dipuo Letsatsi-Duba
Presidency - Planning, Monitoring and
Evaluation: Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma
Presidency = Women: Bathabile Dlamini
Tourism: Derek Hanekom

Transport: Blade Nzimande

Water and Sanitation: Gugile Nkwinti
Deputy President: David Mabuza

Cogta: Dr Zweli Mkhize

Finance: Nhlanhla Nene

Public Enterprises: Pravin Gordhan
Public Service and Administration:
Ayanda Dlodlo

Public Works: Thulas Nxesi

Rural Development and Land Reform:
Maite Nkoana-Mashabane

Science and Technology: Nkhensani
Kubayi-Ngubane

Social Development: Susan Shabangu
Sport and Recreation: Tokozile Xasa

UNEMPLOYED

Communications: Nomvula Mokonyane
Energy: Jeff Radebe

Higher Education and Training:

Naledi Pandor

Home Affairs: Malusi Gigaba

Human Settlements: Nomaindia Mfeketo
International Relations and
Co-operation: Lindiwe Sisulu

Mineral Resources: Gwede Mantashe
Police: Bheki Cele

tion In government,

Wits University political scientist
Susan Booysen said it would have been
difficult for Ramaphosa to go against
the ANC tradition where the party’s
deputy president becomes the coun-
try’s number two.

“It would have been difficult for
Ramaphosa to justify any deviation
from that practice,” she said.
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ernment delivered better.

“The changes are intended to ensure
that the national government is better
equipped to continue implementing its
mandate” he said.

Ramaphosa, who took over as the
country’s president on February 15, had
been under pressure from both his sup-
porters and the South African public
to replace ministers that had been
viewed as either underperforming or
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Bongani Bongo has been taken out
as minister of State Security.

Mosebenzi Zwane was removed
from the Mining portfolio.

Lynne Brown loses her job as
minister of Public Enterprises.

Faith Muthambi is no longer Public
Administration minister.

Fikile Mbalula loses his job as
Police minister.
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