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No 90-second showers
for luxury-loving Bongo

“The joke is he didn’t
want to take a bucket
bath in Cape Town’

By THARO MORONT

@ State Seowtity Sindster Bouglan Honge
Iiving i up ot Cape Town's (ive star Ta) hotel
bocause he i unhapgy with stricn waser e
strsctions 31 his official howse in e Gity,

Boago apparently insisied an checking tnio
e Cape Yown hranch of the intersational hn
el Brnnad three wiwks ago, pestilyng his momy
by compdaining atout the tght water restric
Uhowtes ot s oMl pessicdenso, witich in
Chade & B0 secumd tme Tinit when
laking showers.

Gosvwrnmess  offickaly  sail
Pongy used the Taf booel as lis
brase: b Cape Fowm A standesd
Tuury sule with views ol Tabie
Mountain or e sen custs at
least B4 000 a night and a presi
dentiad  sule  Gsls routnd
RGO 000 39 mgut

X & pot clear whether Bungo s
oecupnimgd & standand mom of § sae,
but hiis stay a2 the hote] [ subs vo the govern
ment’s belr tightening nuw s, et adome the
Western Cape's waler Crisis,

Boogn vestrrday adminiod s staying of the
Tog it 2 cost of R7 000 o aighe and claimed he
srnnhed be paocdng from his o pockiet

H bl should be ahout RI4T 000, exclid
Ingj exerms.

“Thoere isca ok thod be didn' vl o fake o
short bucket hath when be was i Cape Town

e overvone efs,” said e of the of ficials

Guesty a1 the botel 200 rogeestod otk
00 second showers. but aze nof pemalised i
ey o't adheere 0 This rude

T governmesst ofllessls abso chimed that

Bunges  bodygunks  were
spemdingd U af e upmariod

hoted as he preferend to hiree hly security
Aetail winds i around e chck,

Other officials sad e by e hokdog
meeiings with ANC MG and depiny mexisiers
A we inzy honed

Himtrs befire the state of (he matios ad
dress, the Sunday Times teans spocted Bongo
minglingt ot the Taj lohn wearing seoens and
Nip Dops while Girrying his sigsature Louls
Vulions hasdbag

A MPP serving on gerfiamoent's pine standg
mg rosmmtiee mn miciigence, who asked
10 he named becase memnders of the commil
J6xs e AT D Secnecy, sl Boegin's condel
waiss “ridiosious”,

TR T hs e Copted Lacter 8 T Dhchties Soprem and i 80f 16 e oF ALY IR

The Taj hotel lobby in Cape Town, where § ml«n&yM
Bongesi Bengo, left, has been staying, Petiim Satty images

Tie SEP sutidd he woukd fessst (i Hongo be
fiotoe for the botel Wil as B0 amouniesd o
wastetul expenditure, snce the minister has
Deen allocseed ga officlal nesidence (1 Cape
Hmn

Hongn, sad the ME, could not e abiowed 1
Moot governmsent wasterity measures ams he
WS 0E Al Waler sesteictions

“He must pay 1t owe of 3 own pocket . He
s be called 10 hook It's rdiculons since
when is b above oter citieens in ihixcily ?

“Isabsulune nansesse, in Ught of the utter
ances of the new peesidont, al he wanis %o
T i cheson admitnistration. (% clear 1o me (it
s gary &5 oot 1040 be @ minister.”

Botigo vestenday chaimed (hat O Depan
mwent of Public Works wiss yet (0 allocie an

alllctal bhouse In Cape Town o him, even
(g b was appointod ve months g,

e chaioed) ot e had bees sedog his old
hoaese B8 Pedican Park, e garfumentary v
Bage, T e paest few ol el s week de
ciied tn check tnto the Tay 2t K7 000 0 naght.

The Msases I Tviloun Park, whicls are
PO o b sl by NP e oot &5 cnshy o
those sSocated o mintsters  and badk
braschers are olies quick o move out of e
SO w1 igees we e prossctedd 0 the cabinges

“During ihis perind & useld) my old accom
modation [ Peicas Purk Bouse No 38 This
rasd week | stavedd Sor threw tays ot the Taj, O
cust of which s amund K7 900 per nighe he
Tore disvotmas awing lod dub messtership ™

Several offictals, howover, sibil Bomgo s
been stavimg at the hotel [or Pree weess

He cigimed he woulid Soot Use bl

Hongo Jeas beon making eadimes since iy
appointmsent 0 e cabines By Soomer peest
dent b Dama,

Shvcetly after lvs sppomtmient i Oclobers it
e rgoed that Hougo had atwempted mooffer @
Bt g0 Advocate Noithuzelo Vasan, (he i
dence lrader of the putidic enterpirsaes cum
mitees nguiry into e caplure of state
ok entities, fosEg Eshom

The bribery allegiition & now the sulbfect of
an lnvestggmion ty parffament's joing ethiks
cummier, which monioes (e ethical con
duct of MPsand minisiers,

1230 came bo Hght et yiar thae Bongo
tad wlegedly tabirn Kickhacks from govem
ment service peodders during his tenure as an
€Tl in Mpessalangs.

1y SMS st vestonkny allermoon, Bomgo
sl he would be moming &0 tee Takie By o
ted at the VEA Waterfross, “Purther note (it
(he mindster aulvives thit next week he will be
shroping o) Tabic Hay Waterfroms and will
again pay from Nis own pocket &S government
Iras ot peondidiod hine with ghe howse.”

A sea lacing sulle theve starts @ RT000 a
nighe while one et foatanes vieves of Toe
Mountains goes [or it deast R21 (100 2 night.



