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VITAL LINK: At the sod-turning ceremony in Guba village are

Emalahleni mayor Nomveliso Nyukwana, roads and public works
MEC Thandiswa Marawu, ward 16 councillor Makhosandile
Makatesi, headman Mxolisi Tyokwana and Emalahleni corporate

services head Thandeka Kulashe

New Indwe road
to change lives

By TEMBILE SGQOLANA

ROAD and public works MEC
Thandiswa Marawu officially
launched the construcfion of a
R200-million 13.4km road from
Indwe to Lady Frere yesterday.

The road will be tarred and
upgraded info “class fthree”,
meaning it will be a linking road
with less tratffic volumes.

The road starts from the R56
just outside Indwe to Lady Frere
and covers the road fo Elitheni
Coal Mine.

The farring project started
last year in Sepfember and 1S
expected to be finished 1In
September next year.

Marawu, speaking during the
sod-turning at Guba village yes-
terday, said the road would ad-
dress the needs of thousands of
people in rural fowns.

“We expect that from a child
from fthe furthest ward fo an
indigent grandfather, all can use
this road fo access health fa-
cilities and be able to go to the
nearest economic hub without
any hindrance,” she said.

“The construction of this road
will also make it possible for 30%
of its contractors to benefit un-
der the government’s black eco-
nomic empowerment fender
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procedures.” Marawu said more
than R200-million had been set
aside for the project.

Of that, more than R37-million
would go fowards local small,
medium and micro enferprises
(SMMEs), and R15-million to-
wards labour.

“The road will provide access
in all weather conditions fo sev-
eral clinics and schools in the
area. We should profect and
guard this road and nof allow if
to fall viefim fo neglecf, van-
dalism, corrupfion and thett,”
she said.

The MEC said unemployed lo-
cals would be employed in the
project, helping to put food on
their tables.

Emalahleni municipality may-
or Nomveliso Nyukwana said the
road would help aftract inves-
tors to the area and would pro-
vide easy access fto the coal
mine.

“More than 1000 people will
benefit from the project. The
town will grow and it is up to the
people of ward 16 to protect the
services received,” she said.

(uba land frust spokesman
Ntsikelelo Kibi said fhe road
would be beneficial fo the coal
mine and other projects in the
area. — thembiles@dispatch.co.za
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