By FARREN COLLINS

® A rotten snoek might have lifted the lid
on why Cape Town’s leafy suburbs are
cleaner than the poorer areas,

Bo-Kaap resident Trudie Broekmann
moved from Tamboerskloof in the city bowl
to neighbouring Bo-Kaap earlier this year.

She immediately noticed that the affiu-
ent suburb had been cleaner than the his-
toric Malay Quarter.

She eventually wrote to the city after
some rotting snoek, which had been left on
the road by informal fish sellers, released an
unbearable stench in the area.

It took a month of correspondence
before a crew was sent out to clean Broek-
mann’s street.

“lam shocked at the difference in the
amount of rubbish on the streets. While I
commend the city on their cleaning in Tam-
boerskloof, surely it is not acceptable that
Bo-Kaap, which is a tourist attraction, [does
not get the same attention].”

A senior city official, who asked not to
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“We have autumn- and
winter-preparedness
programmes that focus
on leafy areas”

be named, told The Times all city suburbs
were scheduled for three cleans a year, but
the number increased in “leafy” areas in the
more affluent southern suburbs,

This was because leaves could clog
drains which left less shady areas, including
the Cape Flats, unserviced for longer.

City of Cape Town councillor for social
services JP Smith said, however, the recre-
ation and parks department applied the
same maintenance standards for suburbs,

“Generally, previously under-served
dreas may receive additional projects such
as the expanded public works programme,”
said Smith.

But the senior city official who spoke to
The Times said there was a specific pro-
gramme to ensure regular service for
“leafy” areas.

“We [also] have autumn- and winter-
preparedness programmes that focus on
leafy areas,” the official said,
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