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Mayor’s drive for jobless

PROGRAMME: IMPROVEMENTS WILL MAKE IT FAIR TO ALL, SAYS MSIMANGA |
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= ‘We don’t care if
you are DA, EFF or
ANC. Hunger has no
political affiliation.
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Rorisang Kgosana

cores of unemployed
Mamelodi resi-
dents were following
Tshwane mayor Sol-
ly Msimanga's every
move when he did a walkabout at
Denlyn Shopping Centre, in Ma-
melodi West, yesterday to recruit
the jobless to register for the im-
proved Expanded Public Works
Programme (EPWP).

The roadshow, which will con-
tinue throughout the week across
all poverty=stricken areas in the
capital, was to potentially recruit
23 000 EPWP workers to begin
the programme in January.

The programme was to employ
workers on a temporary or con-
tract basis with the intention of
transferring skills and providing
a “much-needed” income, said
Msimanga.

This after council approved
in September a revised EPWP
framework in the current finan-
cial year after the programme had
become tarnished over the years
for being synonymous with nepo-
tism and patronage on the basis of
political affiliation.

“In the past, people were hired
without proper processes being
followed and suddenly they were
wearing EPWP uniforms. Mem-
bers of the community felt this
was done in an unfair manner as
some weren’t given a chance toap-
ply and get the job.

“Our people are very poverty
stricken and we don’t care if you

HELPING HAND. Tshwane mayor Solly Msimanga speaks to members of the public inside Denlyn Mallin Mamelodi,
Tshwane, yesterday. He was promoting the relaunch of the Expanded Public Works project. Picture: Yeshiel Panchia

Our people are very poverty stricken and we
don’t care if you are DA, EFF or ANC [support-

ers]. Hunger has no political affiliation

Solly Msimanga
Tshwane mayor

are DA, EFF or ANC [supporters].
Hunger has no political affiliation.
“Therefore, we are taking the
power away from those that want
to manipulate the system.”
The programme’s central da-
tabase would also be used by the

' City of Tshwane to store informa-

tion of interested, unemployed
residents, Msimanga said.

Among the crowd was current
EPWP worker and Mamelodi res-

ident Martha Nkosi, who told The
Citizen she would be registering
again as the skills-development
initiative assisted her unemploy-
ment status.

“I am currently under the pro-
gramme, but for a four-month
contract that ends in December.
1 will be registering again as,
even though I only earn less than
R2 000 a month, it’s better than
roaming around all day, doing

nothing. We are glad we can be
on the database so that when they
recruit again we can get first pref-
erence,” she said.

But Msimanga said the pre-
vious programme, under the
ANC-led administration, offered
no contracts to workers, leaving
many to be fired at any moment.

“People were just working be-
cause their councillor liked them
and hired them, but easily dis-
missed them.

“But now once a person is
hired, they will have a contract
which stipulates how much they
will earn and when to report for
duty,” he said.
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