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Evidence uncovered in the industry is described
as ‘shocking’ and damaging to transformation

NONHLANHLA MASEKO

EVIDENCE of corruption described
as “shocking™ has been uncovered in
the construction industry by the
Council for the Project and Construction
Management Professions.

The council said the extent of the
illegal activities undermines national
efforts to. among others. transform the
construction industry and reduce fatali-
ties and injuries.

The council was established to regu-
late construction management and
construction project management pro-
fessionals in orderto protect the public.

It is aleading player in the built envi-
ronment sector and seeks to transform
the construction industry landscape but
also to ensure only people with proven
competencies work in the sector.

The council told The New Age yester-
day that its preliminary audit findings
said there were corrupt and unethical
practices being committed by “a very
few” of its stafl members who were col-
luding with external companies serving
as unauthorised agents.

‘Some of the companies (being inves-
tigated) are in fact operated by our
employees and we are determined to get
tothe bottom of it.” spokesperson Yuvn
Gounden said. He told The New Age the
name of one of the companies but did not
want it made public as it would compro-
mise the investigation. Employees who

are suspected of misconduct have been
suspended as a precaution. he said.
Through rigorous processes. the
council was able to identify discrep-
ancies, which “upon closer serutiny
ud and cor-

revealed possible acts of
ruption”. Gounden said.

The uncovering of some isolated cases
led the council to immediately appoint
a reputable forensic audit firm to drill
deeper into these and any other possible
incidences that had not heen detected.

Council president Tjiamogale Man-
chidi said it was thanks to individuals.
companies and voluntary associations

that possible acts of corruption had been
uncovered.

The investigation had found “disap-
pointing and irresponsible conduct”
among people who wanted to under-
mine national efforts to transform the
construction industry. including the
industry’s determination to reduce
and obliterate fatalities and injuries on
construction sites around the country.

Current ¢
and occupational diseases exceeds R2bn
annually, the Department of Labour said
in April.

Minister of Public Works Nkosinathi
Nhleko commended the council for the
decisive action it took against those
involved to send an unequivocal mes-

rims for fatalities, injuries

sage of the industry’s commitment to
clean governance.

“Corruption is an antithesis of devel-
opment. Its demon should he exposed
wherever it raises its ugly head. While

it is the government’s responsibility to
fight it. society as well as the industry
also has a eritical role to play because it
re es into the
pockets of a few dishonest individuals
resulting in the decay of ethical values
and public morality.” Nhlcko said.
Gounden did not want to reveal any

directs the scarce resourc

further details as the investigation was

ongoing but he said the final report was

expected in three to six weeks.
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