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CALM: Ritchie community members at the Rietvale Community Hall where they met with Sol Plaatje exexecuting mayor Mangaliso Matika (right).
Pictures: Soraya Crowie

Calm restored to NC

BENIDA PHILLIPS
STAFF REPORTER

CALM has been restored to Ritchie
after Sol Plaatje executive mayor,
Mangaliso Matika, met com-
munity members yesterday to
discuss their unhappiness over
the appointment of 20 Expanded
Public Works Programme (EPWP)
workers.

Yesterday’s meeting came after
two days of protests by community
members, who took to the streets
and barricaded roads with rocks
and burning tyres to express their
anger over the appointments.

Matika, who is scheduled to
launch a number of projects in
the area today and also name those
who were selected to work on the
EPWP project, yesterday denied
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rumours that 20 people had already
been selected to work on the pro-
ject.

“There are no names yet of the
20 people appointed to work on the
project. We will leave that decision
up to the municipality’s human
resources (HR) department. The
hiring process of these candidates
will, however, be transparent,”
Matika assured the residents.

During the protests, the
residents accused the municipal-
ity of nepotism and being under-
handed when it came to appointing
people.

Two residents were injured on
Tuesday after the police fired rub-
ber bullets at the crowd, while 14
other community members were
arrested and charged with mali-
cious damage to property.

During yesterday’s meeting
with Matika, community members
asked for the release of those who
were arrested.

Matika promised to meet with
law enforcement agencies to dis-
cuss their release.

“We are controlled by the law. If

there is a gathering we need to ask
permission from the law enforce-
ment agencies. I cannot give an
order to the police on how to behave
during such incidents. I will, how-
ever, speak to the relevant author-
ities to see how we can assist those
who were arrested,” said Matika.
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He added, however, that muni-
cipal officials who took part in the
two-day protest would face disci-
plinary action.

“Those officials will be disci-
plined as they were misleading the
community and we cannot allow
them to go unpunished.”
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