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JOBLESS. Security workers march from Church Square to Tshwane House in protest against outsourcing yesterday. Picture: Jacques Nelles

Tshwane jobs war heats up

‘COWARD’: GIWUSA SAYS MAYOR IS 'JUST A BOY' AND THEY WON'T BEG HIM

» City aims to create
23 000 jobs in fore-
seeable future, says
Msimanga.

I

Girgini

bout 300 protesting se-

curity personnel, who

marched to Tshwane

House in the Preto-

ria city centre, called

Tshwane mayor Solly Msimanga a

“coward” and a “liar” and warned

to disrupt municipal offices and

licence centres if the mayor does

not give in to their demands to sit

down and discuss options of how

the city can absorb 3 000 security
workers.

The protesters said the mayor

should end all contracts with 27

private security companies to save
money and come to a round table
discussion on how the personnel
can co-work with the Tshwane
Metro Police Department (TMPD)
in guarding the city’s properties.
The city earlier announced it
could not continue paying more
than R200 million a year to the
existing security companies when
there are other, more affordable,
options at its disposal, such as an
additional 1187 TMPD officers.
However, workers yesterday
demanded the city do away with
private security companies and
instead absorb the 3 ooo workers
directly into the City of Tshwane.
General Industries Workers
Union of SA official Themba Nealo
warned if the mayor does not give
in to their demand to sit down
with leaders, they will disrupt
municipal and licence centres.
“The struggle of security
guards must be escalated in a way

R200 million

The city earlier announced
that it could not continue
paying more than Rzoo
million a year to the existing
security companies

that Solly Msimanga will listen to
us. Solly Msimanga is just a boy
and we won't beg him,” Nealo said.

He also warned workers that
there will be casualties. “Some of
us are going to get hurt along the
way, but that is the price we must
pay. We will uproot all security
guards from the townships to the
city centres,” Nealo said.

Isaac Ngwenya, a security
guard, said they had tried since
September last year to get an ap-
pointment with the mayor. He
said Msimanga said security com-
panies are sponsoring their pro-
test action, whichis a lie.

“The mayor is lying. The may-
or is a coward, because he speaks
to the newspapers, but not to us,”
Ngwenya said.

Msimanga said the city cannot
afford to absorb every contract
worker. He said claims that the
city refuses to absorb employees
are simply not true as evidenced
by the absorption of employees
from several groups, which in-
cludes meter readers and said se-
curity personnel will have access
to these opportunities.

Msimanga said of the R210 mil-
lion budgeted in the 2017-18 finan-
cial year, R110 million will be used
to create employment in the plac-
es where it is most needed.

He said the city has job creation
capacity through expanded public
works programmes and the infra-
structure development and aims
to create 23 ooo work opportu-
nities in the foreseeable future. —
virginiak@citizen.co.za



