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SACP asks Zuma

Military veterans
boycott party’s
national congress

By Ngwako Modjadji

The SACP has become the lat-
est structure toreject President
JacobZuma.

The communist party. which
is holding its national congress
in Boksburg on the East Rand,
has written to the ANC saying
it prefersto be addressed by any
otherleader,justnot Zuma.

The move is likely to deepen
tensions between Zuma sup-
portersand the SACP.

Cosatu also rejected Zuma
during its central committee
meeting in May. The SACP
and Cosatu have asked Zuma
tostep downasheadof state.

Deputy  President  Cyril
Ramaphosa will address the
SACP tomorrow.

“The SACP have asked the
president to step down as the

to stay away

president of the republic, and
we have ourally the ANC to ad-
dress the congress,” SACP sec-
ond deputy general secretary
Solly Mapaila said.

“We felt that it is important,
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particularly after the fiasco of
the May Day celebrations in
Mangaung. We felt that we had
initially invited the ANC and
would leave it to them to decide
who should attend [but| we felt

[it] appropriate that we needed
to inform [them] that any dele-
gate would be much better than
sending the president whom
wehaveasked tostepdown.”

At a media briefing yester-
day. the SACP gave a strong in-
dication that its leadership is
likely toremain unchanged.

However.its first deputy gen-
eral secretary Jeremy Cronin
hassaid hewasnotavailable.

Sowetan understands that

KwaZulu-Natal secretary
Themba Mthembu will take
overfrom Cronin.

“The election of the officials
of the SACP and of the incom-
ing central committee is in the
hands of delegates,” Cronin
said. “Let me upfront indicate
that I will not he available to re-
turn to my current position.”

Mapaila said he would not
contest SACP general secretary
Blade Nzimande, who is seck-
inganotherterm,because ofthe
politicalunity of the party.

There have been calls within
the SACP for Mapaila to re-
place Nzimande as the general
secretary.

Mapaila also poured cold wa-
ter on claims that Nzimande
was a dictator who decided for
the SACP.

Nzimande said the SACP
wasnotshortofleaders.

“Do you change leadership
when the truckis going fastata
fastspeed?” asked Nzimande.

“The next six month are al-
most unpredictable in terms of
what is going to happen. There
are these rolling e-mails, you
don’t know who will be left
standing. There is an ANC
conference in December and
we don't know whether the
ANC will manage to unite it-
self.”

Yesterday. leaders of the
ANC’s Umkhonto weSizwe
Military Veterans Association
(MEKMVA )snubbed the SACP.

MEKMVA president Kebhy
Maphatsoe, known for his
strong support for Zuma, said
after careful consideration the
association decided not to attend
the SACP national congress.

“The current unfortunate
path that the SACP has taken
to disregard the well-estab-
lished tradition that alliance
partners do not prescribe to
cach other about internal or-
ganisational matters by trying
to prescribe to the ANC who

should be its president,”
Maphatsoesaid.
"MEMVA values the tripar-

tite alliance, but we believe that
it is critical for the SACP and
Cosatu to return to the funda-
mentals that made [the] al-
liance such a great success and
formidable force in our libera-
tion struggle.”

Mapaila said it was regret-
table that MKMYVA decided to
pullout because of factions.



