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Something must be done to stop municipal rot

Mismanagement of municipalities
is appalling, writes Bennitto
Motitswe, Tshwane.

T depresses to read
through the auditor-gen-
eral’s findings.

Some of the latest find-
ings affecting our munic-
ipalities suggest R70.9bn, or just
19% of municipal budgets total-
ling R378 billion, “was spent by
municipalities with clean audits”.
This should serve as the last
shock to push for bold action to
erase “fruitless and wasteful” ex-

penditure from our books.

Municipalities are the most im-
mediate public gates of our demo-
cratic government and it is tanta-
mount to betraying our vision of a
constitutional democracy if steps
are not taken urgently to change
how local government works.

The biggest chunk of our na-
tional budgetary allocation must
go to local government to enable
it to live up to the challenge of de-
livering services efficiently and
effectively.

But how can this be done when
financial audits annually demon-
strate such a corruptible and ap-
palling state of mismanagement?

Something must be done to cor-
rect the recurring widespread
financial mismanagement prev-
alent in many public institutions
generally - and across our un-
der-resourced municipalities in
particular.

We must hope that the upcom-
ing ANC national policy confer-
ence will find new approaches to
correct whatever is causing such
unacceptable financial misman-
agement.

All the aspirations in the Free-
dom Charter will never be real-
ised if there is no good govern-
ance.




