END IN SIGHT TO THE BILLION-RAND NIGHTMARE...
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FROM LEFT: MEC for Roads and Public Works, Mxolisi Simon Sokatsha, Dr Tembalikayise Lupepe, chairman of Mota-Engil Construction SA, and the company’s managing director, Carlos
Galego, after a four of the mental hospital facility on Friday.

Mental hospital will be finished this year

PATSY BEANGSTROM
NEws EDITOR

THE COMPLETION date of the ill-
fated Kimberley mental hospital,
which consists of 31 blocks and
will accommodate 286 patients, has
now been set for the end of this
year - bringing to an end a 12-year
billion-rand nightmare.

The project has cost the depart-
ment R680 million to appoint a
second contractor to complete the
facility, after the first contractor
was fired when it fell badly behind
schedule - but not before it was re-
portedly paid around R450 million.

The MEC for Roads and Public
Works, Mxolisi Simon Sokatsha,
said during a walking tour of the

facility on Friday, that 97 percent of
the wet work trades on the building
had now been completed.

“The date for practical comple-
tion is the end of 2017, while the
financial completion in terms of
expenditure amounts to 85 per-
cent, with a current average of 300
people employed on the site.”

According to the HOD of Roads

W Contractor - Mota-Engil Construction SA

W Site handover date - 21 December 2012

W Contract commencement date -9 January
2012

W Datefor practical completion - 27 January 2014
W Original contract period - 24 months

W Approved revised date for practical completion
-End of2017
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but have to wait for patient transport)

W Library

W Wellness Centre

W Sick Bay (a medical treatment centre to deal with
day-to-day medical requirements

W Open wards (for the treatment of voluntary
patients)

W Closed ward (for the treatment of involuntary/
state patients)

W Forensic wards (for the treatment of forensic
state patients. These buildings have a high level of
security)

W Occupational therapy and visitors block an
area for supervised visitation as well as a fadility for
occupational and physiotherapists)

W Multi-purpose hall (an indoor facility for indoor
functions and sports)

W Services block (kitchen, maintenance area, bulk
storage area, mortuary, standby generator room
and laundry/sluicing facility

W Auditorium

MW Plantroom

The adoption of prescribed
norms and standards for mental
facilities also changed, which re-
sulted in changes to the original de-
sign. “A total of 17 of the 35 blocks
had to be placed on hold pending
the redesigning of these blocks.”

A spate of wage strikes on
site and in the steel industry also
caused frustration, while there was
also a lack of trained and qualified
artisans in the Province.

Sokatsha reiterated that the
Department of Roads and Public
Works was committed to com-
pleting the construction of the
facility. “All previous outstanding
payments have been made by the
Department of Health and we are
closely monitoring the contractor
on their progress on a weekly basis
to ensure completion by the end
of 2017. Over the last number of
months, a Joint Management Com-
mittee Team has been established
to ensure that there is adequate
senior oversight on the project.
In addition, physical verification
is done prior to the payment ap-
proval.”

Carlos Galego, the managing
director of Mota-Engil Construc-
tion, stated that the company was
“back at work in full steam”.

He added that the contractors
were tackling each block in a se-
quential manner and was confi-
dent that all work, including the
area outside, would be completed
by the end of the year.



