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Structural Failure | Engineers decry capture of profession to aid transformation, but also to ease oversight of contracts

‘State weakens
the foundations
of engineering’

CHRIS BARRON

THE CEO of the South African
Institution of Civil Engineering
(SAICE), Manglin Pillay, says
engineering profession is the lat-
est target of state capture.
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Bsa fs where graduate engi
ne o register. But it is the
assaciations which decide I they
are competent to practise as pro-
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review the reports pro-
duced by the candidate engi-
neers and ask the tough qu
ion: 'y mark the test that is
then written. Theirreport goes to
the Ecsa, which then registers
the person or not.

“But now, the Eesa wants to do
the testing They don't want the
associations involved. they want
to disband them.

“If they do, our peer review
system collapses and we lose our
international status. Our eng
neers will not be able to work or
study overseas. They will not be
recognised internationally.”

Pillay says transformation is
happening as fast as a defunct

ooling system alloy
ased on the Lhdllungu
and we all know what the quality
ofbasiceducations like at public

ave done very
\\LI] i the built environment.
Everyone knows that to get
into engineering at university
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requirement. You need to get As
in those subjects.”
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This doesn’t only impact on
service delivery. It leads to mas-
sive cost overruns on infrastrue-
ture projects. “A R100-million
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