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R122m to

Keep state
brass comfty

Ministerial makeover transforms flats

PHILANINOMBEMBE

CABINET ministers and their heads
of department can look forward fo a
touch of luxury on fheir sorfies fo
Cape Town.

The Department of Public Works is
spending more than R122-million fo
turn a drab block of flats into ulfra-
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modern “prestige apartments” for
the head honchos.

More than 200 workers are scram-
bling fo meef a November deadline to
transform the state-owned Rygersdal
block in Rosebank info accommo-
dation “suifable to the rank” of the
high and mighty.

“To date, the total cost of the pro-

GOING UPMARKET: Left, the Rygersdal flats as they once looked, and right, how they will look R122.5-million later

ject 1s R122.3-million,” said public
works spokesman Thami Mchunu.
The average cost of fixing up fthe
29 apartments will be slightly over
R4.2-million.

Coega Development Corporation,
the implementing agent, walks away
with 5.5% of the pie.

Mchunu said factors like fhe
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weather could delay completion.

“Ministers have official accommo-
dation which is provided for by public
works. Some of the heads of de-
partments, including ministers, are
temporarily accommodated in rented
flats and houses.”

According fo fender documents,
the confractors are replacing lifts,
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refurbishing plumbing, upgrading
electronic systems like the CCTV
cameras and building covered pedes-
trian walkways, among other things.

Outside, they are doing “soft land-
scaping”, installing planter boxes and
constructing a braai area.

A construction industry expert,
who declined to be named, desceribed
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the apartments as “deluxe luxury”.

A property agent in Rosebank said
two-bedroom flats in the area fetched
between R2-million and R2.5-million.
“A good renovafion for a two-bed-
room flat, iIn my mind, would be
R300 000. That would be a really nice
renovation with nice fixtures,” the
agent said.

“But for [abouf R4-million], that
would be for super-high-end owners.
That 1s it you want gold taps, crystal
chandeliers, if you wanf high-end
[talian marble floors, all the sor{ of
stutf that can easily cost thousands of
rands per square metre.

“Obviously, the sky is the limit with
that kind of money.”

Property analyst Erwin Rode said
the deparfment might have gone
overboard.

“There 1s the possibility thaft the
Department of Public Works is over-
capifalising, given the suburb. Buf
this is by no means certain,” he said.

Mchunu, however, justified the ex-
pense. “An overview value analysis
was carried outf by the principal agent
and quantity surveyor, including the
area In which the apartments are
sifuated, the size of all apartments,
the security specitied, off-street and
underground parking, et cetera,
which indicated that the amount to be
spent was reasonable,” he said.

Raziek Rajah, director of Good
Hope Construction, said the company
started work at Rygersdal in May last
year. “Everything is on schedule,” he

said.
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