Monday 9 January 2017

BREASTS FLY
AT PROTEST!

Workers want permanent jobs

By SEIPATI KOLA 1
THEY protested in anger, bar-
ricading the entrance to the
0Odi Rand Water plant in Ma-
bopane, Tshwane, with buck-
ets of kak.

When that did not get their
employers’ attention, the wom-
en among the protesting work-
ers stripped down.

But even with their breasts
swinging in the stinking breeze,
it appears that their protest was
in vain. .

The Expanded Public Works
Programme workers demanded
full-time employment and al-
leged that some among them had
been appointed based on their
managers’ written motivations.

Butaspokesman for Odi Rand

Water, human resources man-
ager Avhashavhi Singo, poured
cold water on their demands:
“EPWP workers were appointed
as contract workers and their
contracts ended on 31 Decem-
ber. No one was taken on perma-
nently as they claim,” he said.

One of the protesting women,
Salome Mokwena (40), said they
stripped off their shirts to show
management just how serious
they were about getting perma-
nent jobs.

“Maybe if we show them our
private parts they will give us
permanent posts because it

seems they want to sleep withus

first before that happens,” Salo-
me said. : ;
She said they felt it was unfair
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that they had worked for more
than a year without getting per-
manent positions, while others
were allegedly permanently em-
ployed after only six months.
A superviser, Windsor Men-
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Some of the women expose their breasts during the march.
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yuko, said managementhad told
department managers to write
motivational letters to indicate
how many workers they needed
in their departments. He said
that managers only motivated

for some workers, not everyone,
“We want the managers to
take everyone in and not select
only a few people.
“There should rather be no se-
lections at all,” he said.




