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Nkandla
probe
‘secrecy’
slammed

Babalo Ndenze

Political Bureau
ARLIAMENT’s  joint
intelligence committee
will have a final say on
what aspects of the
Nkandla renovations probe
would be made public, Nation-
al Assembly Speaker Max Sisu-
lu has ruled.

Citing legal advice, Sisulu
said that the Department of
Public Works task team’s re-
port on the R206 million up-
grade on President Jacob
Zuma's compound would be
discussed behind closed doors
by the committee because the
probe dealt with a national Key
point.

The latter refers to any
buildings or sites of national
importance that could pose a
security risk.

Incensed

Sisulu  said that Public
Works Minister Thulas Nxesi
had asked tor an “appropriate
mechanism™ to consider the
report for the same reasons

“owing to the contidentiality of

its contents™.

The decision has incensed
opposition parties,

DA parliamentary leader
Lindiwe Mazubuko said her
party would dismiss the entire
process as a “backdoor mecha-
nism’ to hide the report’s con-
tents from South Africans in
order to “protect” Zuma should
Sisulu not reconsider his deci-
sion. She said the joint intelli-
vence committes, chaired by
ANC MP Cecil Burgess, was
too secretive to consider such a
matterof national importance,

In a letter to Mazibuko, Si-
sulu said he received legal ad-
vice that certain aspects of’ the
report might fall within the In-
telligence Services Oversight
Act.

“For this reason, the report
will be reterred to the joint
standing committee on intelli-

genee to consider and report to
the House on those aspects that
tall within the purview ot the
act. The committee will be re-
quired to bring to the attention
of’ the House those aspects that
it is not empowered to deal
with In terms of statute, for
them to be referred to an appro-
priate committee,” said Sisulu.

He said he had already in-
tormed Nxesl that the report
would be referred to the rele-
vant committee.

Mazibuko said Sisulu’s deci-
sion meant that the report
would be referred to a commit-
tee that would meet behind
closed doors and which would
be barred from sharing the
contents with third parties.
“The DA is strongly opposed to
this decision, which will essen-
tially bury the information in
the report.” said Mazibuko.

She said she would write to
Sisulu urging him to reconsid-
er his decision and “make pub-
lic the legal opinion on which
he 1s basing this decision.
Should this not happen, we will
consider the process to be tun-
damentally flawed,” she said.

Mazibuko said the scandal
must be brought into the open
so that those implicated could
be torced to answer “for this
flagrant abuse of state re-
sources’.

“Since the speaker has
passed the buck to the intelli-
gence committee, it will be
their discretion as to what is
made public. With chairman
Cecil Burgess at the helm, this
is ominous,” said Mazibuko.

United Democratic Move-
ment leader Bantu Holomisa
sald Parliament risked receiv-
ing a “doctored” report from
Nxesi's department, “which in-
vestigated itself™.

“It is the culture ot the
ANC. Whenever one of them is
in the public eve, they close
ranks,” said Holomisa.

He said Sisulu also failed to
discuss his decision with chiet
whips of opposition parties.




