NKANDLA DETAILS
MAY STAY SECRET
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Nationel Assembly Speaker Max
Siseelu s b letter to DA parliunen
tary leader Lindiwe Mazibuko he had
received leaad advice sugzgesting as-
pevts of the report tell under the Tntel-
Lizence Services Oversight Act
the commmittes author

[ hearings.
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Griven NEkandla has been de-
clired it nati v point, making it
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However, Sisulu's letter SVE the
cormimittes must “ennsie | and "P]Z-'l"I"

to Parhaument on "those aspects that fall

within the purview of the act” and
indorm it of those that don't. These
would e relerred to "an approprate
commmiatiee .

Members al the intelligence com-
mittee will be required to balance
“mational security” against Tnelional
interest” mmaking this decision.

The act sayvs a report of the intelh-
wenve commnitlee mity not RUTIHTTRIE
thing “the inclusion of which will be
more harmtul to the national securi-
ty than its exclusion will be to the
national interest”.

‘The government has already argued
that revealing details of the work done
it Zumas home eonld compromise
his secwm 1ty s head of state

Members of the multiparty com-
mittee must have secunty clearance
wed are barred trom dnulging intornma-
tion they obtain m the course of their
work without the ]'.vr1'1‘|l1'-.-it.‘.lll ol the

chatrmian and the consent of the hed
of the velevant intellizgence service il
the inspector-general of intelligence.

The Public Works investigation
dlealt maindvwith the avwarding of con-
tracts forwork at Nkandle and foand
irregularities in the process, including
possible price inflation.

These have been referred 1o law
cuforcement azencies, bul anothel
aspect tor Parliunent to constder wall
be the specifications set out o the
SECUNITY Ul ades after o “thrept assess-
ment” by police and security officials

Wirk done at Nkandla included an
underground bunker and che, acat-
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according to aletter from then Public
Works Minister Gwen Mahlangu
Nkiabinde purportediv updating Zaima
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lotal expenditure amounted to
R206m, Public Works Minister Thu-

las Nxes: sind
departinent’s internal report
Miazibuko saicd e DA sas “strong-
Iv opposed” to Sisulus decision to reles
the report to aclosed conumittee, which
wonthd “essentially buey the inlorme-
tion and prevenl “those al the ven
top from being held accountable .
She said the details of the report
relited mostly 1o cost intlation in the
Nkandla project and could not be con-

sidered sensitive 'H!r‘_'- had l]l'-'t-1_'-

dter receving Lhe
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She would write to Sisulu asking
hiny to reconsider and to make the
legal apimion he had recerved publy

‘Should this not happen. we will
consider the process to be fundamen
tally flawed and a backdoor mecha-
misin to hide the contents ol this report
from South Africans in order to protect
Jacob Zuma from being
held to account,” Mazibuko said.
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