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RDP house still just a

By AVATOLAH SEFTEMBER

TEN years ago, Nontakazana Mphulu (49) was
happy because she thought at last she would own
a house and stop living in a shack.

As Nontakazana watched the foundation of
herRDPbeinglaid, she dreamt of a new life for
her two kids.

Butnothinghas changed sincethen. The build-
€rs ran away, lwving only the foundation, and
Nontakazana still lives in her one-room shack
at Masiphumelele, Fish Hoek, Cape Town.

“T've given up on ever getting a house. . !

“ThecontractorstoldmethatImusteitherfin-

~ ish the house myself or pay them,” she said.
“At the time I didn’t have a job. Even now I
workasadomesticworkerandldon’thavem

money.” One of many cracked walls
She said their area is neglected. In the clinic.
"Weusedtocomplainhutwehadnoluck.A]l
we ever got was empty promises, - nymmmm
“'I‘herearemanypeop]einthmareawhohave WII]!NtheR4mﬂlionclin
been approved for houses, but still haven't re- ic was built, people in the
ceived them.” area thonght that their
Nathan Adriaanse of the provin- prayers had been an-
cial human settlements coffice said: - -
“'I'hepeopleshousingpower— But the building
ment process and project resource contractor did such
team are currently investigating the . | poor work that the
funding model to complete all units '\ [clinic was never
which were not built by previous 24 used
suppliers in this project. b °<!T 1|  The in ex-
“All blocked projects were for- tension 7 of Bela Bela,
warded to the special investigation Limpopo, is such a
unit, inclnding the Masiphumelele mess that it was aban-
project.” doned after being de-

Cupboards In the building -
have been vandalised.

clared unsafe.

1t was supposed to start op-
erating in 2008, but the ceil-
ings have holes, the equip-
ment is broken, tall grass is
invading the building and
many bricks have fallen out.

Residents have to go to the
old clinie, which is so
crammed that it uses con-
tainers for extra rooms.

Guards posted at the aban-
doned clinic said they were
told to leave at the end of the

month asthenewclinicisno -

longer nwded.

A hole In the clinic
celling.

Sinenhlanhia
Gumede told Daily Sun that
the department will be taik-
ing to the public works de-
partment to see what can be
done to address the ooncems
of residents.

Public Works administra-
tor Mbuyi Dondashe said it’s
sad that government built
the clinic to provide health
services and now no one is
benefiting. -

“An internal investigation
i being carried out to deter-

A dirty tollet in the
abandoned clinic.

mine the role played by our
project managers in this sad
giaag:ﬁeofaﬂ‘mrs said Don-

A technical team will be
sent to assess what can be
done to fix the new clinic.

“The contractor has been
takentocomt.'rhedepart
ment is also

B Readers with problems
with the Limpopo Health De-
partment can call MEC
Norman Mabasa’shotline on
0800 919 181.

They have aII they need — except water

By MANDLA MNYAKAMA

THE three-roomed houses
have electricity, kitchen
taps, basins, indoor toilets
and baths. -

But there’sno water sup-
ply! The houses at Freedom
Square in Nyanga, Cape
Town, were completed in
2010 as part of government’s
Breaking New Ground

project. The beneficiaries
started moving in 2011.

Residents fetch water in
buckets from communal
taps in the nearby Mpetha
Square and Umkhonto
squatter camps.

Sithonga Khathamzi (52)
said he was disappointed to
find that his toilet couldn’t
flush when he moved into

the house last year.

“It’s as if we still live in
shacks without water.”
Councillor Thobeka Ggada
apologised for the city’s fail-
ure to follow up on the prob-
lem.“We’ve asked the water
and sanitation department
to attend to the problem in
the area as a matter of ur-

- gency,” Ggada said.




