The little shop of MaKhumal

She shares R15.5m with Zuma’s other wives, but prefers making R300 a day selling groceries

BONGANI MTHETHWA

IRST Lady Sizakele

Khumalo, who gets a

share of a R15.5-million

president’s spousal sup-
port budget from taxpayers, is
happier making R300 a day from
her rural spaza.

MaKhumalo, 72, sells every-
thing from loose cigarettes and
paraffin to sorghum malt for
making traditional beer. She be-
came a trader after dropping
out of school in Grade 6.

Her poky rustic store, which
also allows pensioners to buy on
credit, caters to about 8500
villagers in KwaNxamalala in
Nkandla, northern KwaZulu-
Natal.

The shop probably has the
best security in the region; two
security cameras and a team of
security guards occupy a house
at the entrance to Zuma’s newly

‘Most people buy
sorghum from
MaKhumalo
because it's
much cheaper
there than

other shops'

renovated homestead.

This week, the guards denied
the Sunday Times permission to
interview MaKhumalo about
her spaza shop, saying arrange-
ments had to be made with her
personal assistant or her hus-
band’s office.

The soft-spoken woman, who
married President Jacob Zuma
in 1973 and until recently sold
vegetables at pension pay
points, apparently hates the
fuss made by the security per-
sonnel. According to relatives
and villagers, MaKhumalo trea-
sures the freedom of working in
her garden and tending to her
customers.

Inside the little store, cus-
tomers trickled in to buy small
household items to supplement
their groceries bought in Es-
howe, legs than 60km away.

Shelves in the spaza shop con-
tained 6kg packets of sorghum
malt priced at R70 each, 750ml
buttles of cooking oil on offer for
R15 each and blocks of 250g
Rama margarine for R12.

Other basic items included
2000g packets of Imana soup for
R12 and a lifre of longlife milk,
also for R12,

A fridge was stocked with cans
of cooldrink, which cost R7 each,

a price that compares reason-
ahly with suhurban cafes.

Shop assistant Lungile Khu-
malo said bread, eggs, mealie.
meal and rice had run oui and
would be restocked soon. She
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referred all other questions to
Mal(humala's pevsonal psaisfant.

Tizaya Mbainbuy, 63, a regutar
custoner, safd most locals were
allowed to huy hasic necessities
on credit. “Most people bhuy

sorghum from MaKhumalo be-
cause il's much cheaper Lhere
than other shops,” she said.
Fusiwe Mihize, 58, who reg-
ularly buys Sunlight washing
powder for B10 at the store, said

the buildera who renovated
Zuma's howmestead had bongh!
anacks and cookirinks,

The spaze shop, as well s fhe
guarghouse, were recently ap-
graded at a cost of R3R6 467 as
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part of a R206-million security
upgrade of the president’s home-
stead, according to a November
2010 progress report by the De-
partment of Public Works.

Relatives said that, on aver-
age, MaKhumalo’s business
netted R300 a day, a pittance
compared with the R15.5-million
taxpayers pay annually for the
Zuma’s spousal support budget.

The budget covers, among
other things, personal support
staff — namely a secretary and
researcher — for Zuma's four
wives, their cellphone bills, air
travel, accormmodation and dai-
ly allowances for official visits
approved hy the president.

Relatives said MaKhumalo,
who accompanied Zuma on
state vislts to Botswana and
Mozambinue last year, also
spent a 1ot of her time managing
fhie Mashobane Foundation, an
vrganigation aimed at commu-
nity upliftment.

O Road back into

favour leads
to Nkandla

SIBONGAKONKE SHOBA

VICTORY in the ANC's
leadership contest in
Mangaung has meant not
only another five-year term
for President Jacob Zuma,
but has also brought an
increase in traffic to his
Nkandla homestead of those
seeking to ingratiate
themselves with him,

Functions in Nkandla, such
as an annual Christmas
party for children and the
elderly, have become must-
do events for politicians and
those in business.

Among those who have
turned up at Zuma's
doorstep in Nkandla — his
private residence that was
controversially upgraded at
an estimated cost to the
taxpayer of R206-million —
are loyalists of former
president Thabo Mbeki.

They have joined a list of
men and women who are
sald to have visited Zuma to
apologise for not supporting
him In his political battles.

Sources told the Sunday
Times that the former
minister of public works,
Thoko Didiza, went to see
Zuma to seek forgiveness
for her part in his battle
with Mbeki almost six
years ago.

Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi,
a former cabinet minister,
also met Zuma, although it is
not clear whether this was
at Nkandla.

The two were key
members of Mbeki's
campaign team in his failed
attempt to hold on to the
ANC presidency in 2007,

The SABC's controversial
former acting chief
operating officer, Hlaudi
Motsoeneng, is known to
brag about being a regular
visitor to Nkandla.

Other visitors include
former ANC Youth League
deputy president Ronald
Lamola, who drove there in
December last year to
apologise for his role in the
unsuceessful campaign to
have the party's deputy
president, Kgalema
Motlanthe, oust Zuma iti
Mangating.

SEEKING =~ PARDON:  But
former miinister Thoko Didiza
denies meeting Zuma

For all his efforts to return
to grace, however, Lamola
still faced the axe when the
youth league’s national
executive committee was
disbanded last month.

Didiza, however, made it
to the 86-member national
executive committee elected
by the ANC in Mangaung.

It is understood that she
had asked for a meeting
with Zuma when she met
him at the Social Cohesion

Functions such
as an annual
Christmas
party for
children and
the elderly
have become
must-do
events for
politicians

Summit, held in Kliptown
last year.

Didiza, however, denied
meeting Zuma when the
Sunday Times contacted her:
"I don't know what are
you're talking about.”

Instead, she said, she
had attended the summit
“like any member of the
public”.

She later called back to
inquire how this “false”
information had reached the
Sunday Times.

Fraser-Moleketi said she
had met Zuma, hut that the
encounter had to do with
hier word at the United
Nations and nothing else.




